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1.  LOCATION 


Section  2-11-21-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  4.  This  location 
is  20  miles  northeast  of  Lethbridge  on  Highway  No,  25j  and 
at  mile  20  on  the  Lethbridge  - Turin  Branch  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,968  feet  Latitude  49/55N  Longitude  112/43W 


3,  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer 
Average  winter 
Average  annual 

4,  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  9.96" 

Average  annual  snowfall  50. ;5" 

Average  annual  precipitation  15,01" 

Note;  These  averages  cover  a period  of  32  years. 


58  °P 
29°p 
41°P 


/ 
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5,  GEOLOGY 


Geologically,  Picture  Butte  is  located  near  the  boundary  of 
two  types  of  bedrock.  The  bedrock  west  of  the  village  is 
the  Bearpaw  formation,  while  to  the  east  It  is  the  Belly 
River  formation.  The  Bearpaw  formation  is  younger  than  the 
Belly  River  and  is  composed  of  marine  shales.  The  Belly 
River  formation  consis.ts  of  shales,  sandy  shales  and  sand- 
stone of  fresh  and  brackish  water  origin.  Lethbridge  coal 
is  mined  from  the  Belly  River  series,  which  is  also  a hori- 
zon In  which  fossilized  bones  of  vertebrata  of  Cretaceous 
Age  are  found. 

6.  SOIL 


Picture  Butte  lies  in  a Dark  Brown  soil  zone,  which  is  des- 
cribed as  follows; 

Profile  - In  the  normal  profile,  the  surface  (A)  horizon 
averages  about  7 inches  in  depth  and  is  dark  brown  in  color. 
The  B horizon  is  brownish,  and  the  lime  layer  (Bca)  is  found 
usually  at  depths  of  20  to  24  inches  below  the  surface.  In 
this  zone  as  in  other  zones,  the  B horizon,  having  received 
some  finer  materials  from  the  A, is  usually  somewhat  heavier 
and  more  compact  than  the  A horizon. 

Fertility  - Moisture  continues  to  be  the  principal  limiting 
factor  in  crop  production.  Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively 
low  In  nitrogen  and  organic  matter,  but  are  higher  in  these 
constituents  than  soils  of  the  brown  zone. 


Vegetation  - Chiefly  short  grass  prairie.  The  grass  makes 
a denser  cover  and  taller  growth  than  in  the  brown  zone. 

Land  Use  - Only  the  better  soil  types  can  be  considered 
arable , The  remainder  generally  Is  good  pasture  land. 

Wheat  Is  grown  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  crops. 
Cropping  practices  must  provide  for  conservation  of  moisture 
and  control  of  soil  drifting.  The  best  quality  wheat  in  the 
province  is  grown  in  this  and  the  other  grassland  zones. 


-2- 


7,  HISTORY 

The  land  surrounding  Picture  Butte  was  first  surveyed  in  1883 

. by  F,  W.  Armstrong  D.L.S.  The  towns ite  was  surveyed  in  1926 

by  P.  M.  Sauder  A.L.S. 

. The  first  settlers  were  ranchers,  followed  by  farmers  who  tried 

grain  growing  with  not  much  succe-ss  due  to  the  lack  of  moisture. 
About  1914,  a group  of  these  farmer  settlers  petitioned  the 
Dominion  Government  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  irrigating 
their  lands,  which  while  fertile,  did  not  receive  sufficient 
rainfall.  After  investigation  and  survey,  the  best  method  was 
decided  to  be  the  diversion  of  water  from  the  Oldman  River  at 
a point  west  of  Macleod.  Consequently,  the  Lethbridge 
Northern  Irrigation  District  was  erected  on  October  23,  1919, 
and  the  following  were  elected  as  the  first  trustees  under 
the  Alberta  Irrigation  Districts  Act:  Truman  W,  Crofts,  of 
Commerce;  George  Chew,  of  Barons,  and  Henry  W.  Lever  of  Coalhurst. 

A bond  issue,  amounting  to  $5  ,400,000,  was  sold  early  in  1921, 
These  bonds  were  guaranteed  by  the  Provincial  Government, 
Construction  of  the  project  was  completed  In  the  spring  of  1923, 
when  an  unprecedented  flood  on  the  Oldman  River  destroyed  the 
works.  These  were  restored  later  in  the  year  and  placed  in 
operation  In  the  spring  of  1924.  They  have  been  in  use  each 
year  since  that  time. 

The  money  obtained  from  the  sale  of  the  bonds  was  expended  on 
the  original  construction  and  repairing  of  the  flood  damage. 

, It  therefore  became  necessary  to  obtain  funds  to  provide  for 

operation  and  maintenance.  The  necessary  funds  were  loaned  by 
the  Provincial  Government. 

* 

In  1924  the  first  levy  was  made  on  the  land-owners , It  was 
$1  ,48  per.  irrigable  acre  for  service  charge,  and  $3,77  per 
irrigable  acre  to  pay  interest,  exchange,  etc.,  on  the  bond 
issue,  a total  of  $5.25  per  acre.  It  was  soon  apparent  that 
the  farmers  could  not  pay  these  rates,  and  an  appeal  was  made 
to  the  Provincial  Government,  Early  in  1925,  Dr.  John  A, 

Widstoe  was  retained  by  the  Provincial  Government  to  investigate 
the  matter  and  make  recommendations;  he  recommended  that  the 
Government  give  temporary  financial  assistance  and  hasten  the 
colonization  of  the  vacant  lands.  This  assistance  did  not 
prove  adequate  and  a second  Commission  oomposed  of  Professor  M. 

L,  Wilson,  Dr,  W,  H,  Fairfield  and  L.  C,  Charlesworth  was 
appointed  in  1930,  This  Commission  recommended  that  the 
Provincial  Government  assume  part  of  the  cost  of  construction 
and  service  charges. 

Due  to  the  great  reduction  in  the  price  of  farm  produce  in  the 
early  thirties,  assistance  again  became  necessary,  and  a third 
Commission  composed  of  Judge  A.  F,  Ewing,  Dr,  F,  A*  Wyatt  and 
Roi  W,  Risinger  was  appointed  by  the  Government  in  1936,  to 
determine  the  value  of  irrigated  lands  on  this  and  other  Irriga- 

, tion  projects  in  the  Province.  On  the  recommendation  of  this 

Commission,  the  Government  assumed  an  additional  portion  of 
the  construction  costs  of  the  Lethbridge  Northern  Irrigation 

* District. 

Owing  to  high  construction  costs  when  the  project  was  developed, 
the  cost  of  the  works  averaged  $55  per  irrigable  acre.  On  the 
recommendation  of  the  Ewing  Commission,  the  Provincial  Government 
assumed  an  additional  portion  of  the  construction  costs,  which 
reduced  them  to  $17  per  irrigable  acre.  Repayment  of  this 
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amount,  plus  operating  charges  was  possible  by  farmers 
growing  beets  or  other  specilized  crops,  but  where  wheat 
only  was  grown,  payment  was  difficult. 

In  1924,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  colonization  manager, 
most  of  the  farmers  on  the  project  assigned  one  fifth  of 
their  crops  to  the  Provincial  Government  to  apply  on  rent, 
rates,  and  payments  owing  on  their  land.  So  long  as  average 
yields  are  obtained  this  share  will  meet  the  charges  against 
the  land.  In  1942  the  plan  was,  that  the  farmers  were  to  pay 
the  service  Charge  (operation  and  maintenance)  and  to  refund 
about  $1,500,000  of  the  capital  expenditure  to  the  Provincial 
Government.  This  would  leave  a balance  of  interest  and  sink- 
ing fund  payments  for  the  Provincial  Government  to  pay  each 
year  until  the  bonds  were  retired  in  1951.  The  Districts 
financial  position  now  shows  a reserve  of  $196,100  in  cash 
and  bonds,  and  the  current  rates  are  $1.75  per  irrigable  acre. 

Great  credit  for  the  successful  operation  of  this  irrigation 
district  is  due  the  first  official  trustee,  Mr.  L.  C. 

Charles worth,  who  was  formerly  the  Deputy  Minister  of  Public 
Works;  and  his  manager,  Mr.  P.  M„  Sauder,  who  was  formerly 
Director  of  Water  Resources  for  the  Province. 

Canadian  Sugar  Factories  Ltd.  after  having  proved  at  Raymond 
that  the  growing  of  sugar  beets  in  Southern  Alberta  was  both 
possible  and  profitable,  decided  to  establish  a sugar  factory 
at  Picture  Butte.  The  building  of  this  plant  commenced  in 
1935  and  it  was  operating  in  the  fall  of  1936. 

The  Lethbridge  Northern  Irrigation  District  is  an  Irregular 
tract  of  bench  land  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Oldman  River 
between  Macleod  on  the  west  and  Turin  on  the  east*  The  Dis- 
trict contains  about  230,000  acres  of  which  about  95,000 
acres  are  irrigated.  The  main  canal  Is  53  miles  long  and  has 
a capacity  of  800  cubic  feet  per  second.  There  are  about  600 
miles  of  secondary  canals,  and  distribution  and  drainage 
ditches.  Substantial  works  were  constructed  and  these  have 
always  been  well  maintained. 

The  village  of  Picture  Butte  is  near  Piyami  coulee  in  township 
4 - 21  - W4,  The  Blackf eet  named  the  site  " a natskimikway" , 
which  means  "the  beautiful  hill" . Picture  Butte  was  erected 
as  a village  February  15,  1943,  with  W.  G.  Grigg,  Heber  Jones 
and  J,  M.  Gibbons  as  the  first  councillors.  G.  M.  Gibbons  was 
the  first  mayor. 

The  first  school  was  held  in  Koepke’s  Hall  in  19265  In  1927 
a two-room  school  was  built,  and  when  completed  was  used  for 
United  Church  services. 

Picture  Butte  School  District  No.  4236  was  erected  October  24, 
1935.  It  was  included  In  Lethbridge  School  Division  No.  7, 
when  that  Division  was  established  in  October  1936. 

The  first  newspaper  "Picture  Butte  Progress",  was  published  by 
H.  Tilson  Jones  in  1940o  He  sold  out  to  George  Patton  in  1948, 
and  the  name  of  the  paper  was  changed  to  "Lethbridge  Northern 
News"  in  1951, 

Electric  power  was  supplied  to  the  hamlet  in  1935  by  Calgary 
Power  Ltd. 
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8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 


Picture  Butte  is  a prosperous  community  located  twenty  miles 
northeast  of  the  city  of  Lethbridge.  It  Is  supported  by 
specialised  irrigated  crops  — mostly  sugar  beets  — a sugar 
factory,  and  the  feeding  of  livestock  on  the  by-products  from 
tne  sugar  beet  industry.  It  lies  on  the  south  shore  of  a 
lake  that  was  created  to  serve  the  sugar  factory.  This  lake 
is  fed  by  water  from  the  Lethbridge  Northern  Irrigation  Ganal 
and  covers  an  area  of  243  acres.  It  has  a capacity  of  1,307 
acre  feet.  Water  is  piped  from  the  lake  to  serve  the  sugar 
factory  and  domestic  needs  of  the  village.  The  surrounding 
land  is  flat  to  gently  rolling  prairie.  Farmsteads  are  marked 
groves  of  trees  that  shelter  buildings  and  gardens.  The 
residents  produce  prolific  crops  of  vegetables  and  small 
fruits  from  their  irrigated  gardens.  There  are  many  tree- 
sheltered  homes  and  gardens  throughout  the  village.  Two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  homes  represent  the  village  housing  facilities. 
An  average  of  eight  homes  have  been  built  each  year  during  the 
last  five  years.  About  95$  of  the  homes  are  owner  occupied. 

A five-room  cottage  rents  for  $45  per  month. 

The  1951  census  shows  the  population  to  be  867,  made  up  as 
^ ?il0ws  * 50%  from  the  United  States ; 10$  from  Eastern  Canada; 

45%  Continental  Europeans  and  5$  Japanese. 

There  is  transportation  by  rail,  bus  and  truck.  Communications 
Include  post  office  mail,  telegraph  and  telephone. 

Utilities  are  limited  to  three  phase  60  cycle  electric  power. 
Goal  Is  mostly  used  for  heating  purposes.  ' There  are  ample 
supplies  of  liquid  fuels  such  as  gasoline,  propane  and  Diesel 

Oj.1 0 


The  two  village  schools  with  19  teachers  and  539  pupils  offer 
grades  1-12,  In  addition  to  extra  curricular  subjects  such  as 
art,  music,  home  economics,  industrial  arts  and  commercial  sub- 
jects. 


services  include  two  medical  doctors  with  a group  practice 
medical  clinic  and  a graduate  nurse;  One  visiting  dentist  and 
a sb°r®.  The  nearest  hospital  is  at  Lethbridge  20  miles 

S Oil  ull0  Q.  S u 0 


Five  churches  serve  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community.  One 
i)nriflr.P^nV1feS  financial  facilities.  And  a ten-room  hotel  now 
ndar  construction  will  provide  accommodation  for  the  traveller. 

There  is  a weekly  newspaper,  a movie  theatre,  several  service 
and  SOGi?Ll  organizations , also  sports  facilities  which 
Spo-ts8faSn01friet  for  P^blic  service  and  spare  time  activities. 
iL.  LfaC1,lltl9?.lnClude  an  adJace*it  lake  for  boating  and  fish- 
G°ve^ed  curling  rink  with  three  sheets  of  natural  ice; 

nP^i  a^  hocJ©y  rink;  high  school  facilities  for  basketball  and 
a acre  public  playground. 


ISE6.1? „£0°jL for  upland  game  birds,  ducks  and  geese, 
Itolkad  with  piE"  * surrounding  prairie  lakes  are  well 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  village  is  governed  by  a three -member  council.  One 
member  is  appointed  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  Each 
year  the  councillors  elect  one  of  their  members  as  mayor. 

The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  village  affairs  in 
accordance  with  the  policy  set  by  the  council.  He  is  also 
the  village  constable,  assessor  and  works  foreman, 

10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

One  village  constable 

Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  detachment  - one  constable 
One  resident  police  magistrate 
Court  room  in  town  hall 

11.  BUILDING  REGULATIONS 

There  is  no  building  code.  Plans  for  new  buildings  and 
major  alteration  must  be  approved  by  the  council  before  any 
building  is  commenced. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta 
Electrical  Protection  Act, 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health 
Regulations . 

12.  FIRS  PROTECTION 

There  is  a ten-man  volunteer  fire  brigade. 

Equipment 

One  International  three-ton  truck  with  rear-mounted  La  Prance 
pumper  - 500  g.p.m.  at  120  lbs,  p.s.i. 

1,000  feet  2-g-’'  hose 

400  feet  if'  hose 

200  feet  1"  high  pressure  hose 

1 - 100  gallon  COg  chemical  extinguisher  mounted  on  two-wheel 
rubber  tired  buggy, 

13.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


Land  at  value 
Improvements  at  value 
Power 

Personal  property 

Total 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal  7 

School  22 

Total  29  mills 

14.  AREAS 

Acres 

Area  of  village  275 

Streets  and  lanes  29 

Parks  and  playgrounds  11 


1952  Net  Assessment 

$ 81,960 

1,600,450 

24,100 

61,425 

$1,767,935 


Roads  and  Streets  - mileage 


15. 


Provincial-main 
Roads  and  streets 

There  are1  4-g-  miles 


Gravelled 

75^ 


llngravelled 


2.9 

of  concre  te  s idewalks . 


1 

Total 


SEWER  AND  WATER  MAINS 

Nil 


Total 

3.9 

4 .52  miles 


16.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  by  Calgary  Power  Ltd. 
at  the  following  rates; 

Domestic  Service 

only  lighting,  heating,  cooking,  domestic  power 
and  ordinary  uses  in  private  houses  and  apartments  used  ex- 
clusively for  residential  purposes. 


First  20  KWH  (or  less)  per  month 
Subject  to  30^  prompt  payment  discount 
All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month 


#2.70  gross 
#2 ,40  net  minimum 

1.5^  net  per  KWH 


Note;  Discount  of  30^  applies  on  all  bills  paid  within  discount 
period. 


The  foregoing  rate  applies  where  the  maximum  demand  does  not 
5 Kilowatt,  Where  the  demand  exceeds  5 Kilowatt  an 
additional  monthly  demand  charge  of  50d  per  Kilowatt  will  be 
made. 


#1.00 


y>v!®tfe 


Connection  charge  for  new  consumers 
Reconnection  charge  #4.80 

Commercial  Service 

Available  where  other  rates  listed  do  not  apply. 

Service  Charge 

First  506  watts  of  installed  capacity  wy,  uo. 

Each  additional  250  watts  of  installed  capacity 
Energy  Charge 

First’ 50  KWH  per  month  per  K W of  installation  10 d per  KWH 

Next  150  KWH  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  5d  per  KWH 

All  over  200  KWH  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  2^  per  KWH 

10#  if  paid  within  discount  period  - based  on  even 
dollars  only  of  total  bill  with  minimum  discount  of  30jz(. 

charge  #1.80  gross;  #1.50  net  per  month 

Minimum  deposit  #3.60 

Reconnection  charge  #3.00 


50 cjL  per  month 

20jz(  per  month 


Power  Service 


(A.C.)  Available  for  motors,  rectifiers,  commercial 
apparatus,  etc,,  in  commercial  establishments. 


heating 


Idto^KorSn^  $1,0°  pef-.?onth  per  KVA  of  installation  - (one 
alL?e“eqSvaSnrto“  heattag  aB>“,tttus  *°  *>  con- 


I 
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Energy  Ch.c.rgG  _ 

Eirst  56  KW§  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  50  per  KWH 
Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  3 1/30  per  KWH 

Over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  1 2/30  per  KWH 

Discount:  10^  if  paid  within  discount  period  -.based  on  even 

dollars  only  of  total  bill,  with  a minimum  discount  of  300. 

Minimum  charge  $3.30  gross;  $3,00  net  per  month  or  the  amount 
of  the  service  charge,  whichever  is  the  greater. 

Minimum  deposit  $2.00  per  KVA  of  installation  with  a minimum  of  $HT 
Reconnection  charge  $6,00 

17,  WATER 

The  primary  water  source  is  the  Oldman  River,  thence  through 
the  irrigation  canal  into  a lake  on  the  north  boundary  of  the 
village;  it  is  piped  from  this  lake  Into  the  sugar  factory 
where  it  is  filtered  and  treated;  then  delivered  by  tank  truck 
to  residents  who  pay  $3,40  per  40  barrel  tank. 


gallon 
gallon 

Storage  capacity  10,000  gallons 

20,  PROPANE 

100  lb,  cylinder  $7,50 

Refils  180  per  gallon 

Nearest  bulk  storage  is  at  Lethbridge 

21,  COAL 

Coal  is  delivered  from  the  mine  at  Shaughnessy  4 miles  west,  at 
the  following  rates  per  ton. 

Lump  $12,25 

Stove  $9.00 

22,  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains 
Mustard  Seed 

Sugar  beets  and  by-products 
Vegetables  - peas,  beans  and  corn 
Honey 

Cattle,  sheep  and  hogs 
Dairy  products 
Poultry  products 
Straw 
Coal 

Sand  - common 
Gravel 


18, 


19, 


Tractor  fuel 
Domestic  fuel 


18.70  per 
17.60  per 

• i If!/,  V 'c'  , , 5 1 > 
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23.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal 
Post  Office 

Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  detachment 
Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Police  Magistrate 

Municipal 
Town  Hall  housing 
Court  Room 
Council  Chamber 
Fire  Hall 
Police  Department 
Secretary  - Treasurer 

24.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

2 - Medical  doctors  with  a group  practice  medical  clinic 
1 - Graduate  nurse 

1 - Dentist  visiting  two  days  each  week 
1 - Drug  store 

The  nearest  hospital  is  at  Lethbridge  20  miles  southwest. 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - weekly  freight  train 

Northern  Bus  Lines  - two  buses  each  way  daily  between  Lethbridge 
and  Turin  via  Picture  Butte 
Three  truck  transports  daily  to  Lethbridge 
One  taxi  cab 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Lethbridge  Northern  News  - weekly  - circulation  700. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph 
Post  Office  mail 

Nearest  radio  station  CJOC  at  Lethbridge 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Nova  Scotia 
One  Credit  Union 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  Rooms  Single  Rates  Beer  License 
Highway  Hotel  10  #1.50  up  No 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 
Nil 

31.  CHURCHES 

Buddhist 
L.D.S . (Mormon) 

Nazarene 
Roman  Catholic 
United 
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32.  FRATERNAL  ORGANIZATIONS 
Elks 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Chamber  of  Commerce 
Canadian  Legion 
Lions 

34.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 
Home  and  School  Association 

35.  SCHOOLS 

The  two  village  schools  constitute  Picture  Butte  School 
District  No.  4236,  There  are  19  teachers  and  539  pupils  who 
are  taught  grades  1—12,  in  addition  to  extra  curricular  sub- 
jects such  as  art,  music,  drama,  home  economics.  Industrial 
arts  and  commercial  subjects.  This  district  is  a unit  of 
Lethbridge  School  Division  No.  7.  Pupils  from  rural  areas 
are  transported  by  bus. 

36.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Melody  Theatre  (movies) 

350 

yes 

no 

Elks  Hall 

350 

no 

yes 

■L.D.S.  Hall 

300 

yes 

yes 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

School  activities 
Two  music  teachers 

38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Scouts 

Cubs 

Junior  Calf  Club 

39.  SPORTS 

Basketball 

Baseball 

Curling 

Hockey 

Softball 

Facilities  include  a covered  curling  rink  with  three  sheets 
of  natural  ice.  Open  air  hockey  rink,  high  school  auditorium 
and  a 7-g-  acre  public  playground. 

40.  FAIRS 

District  schools  annual  sports  event 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 
Nil 

42.  CO-OPERATIVES 


Southern  Alberta  Co-op 
Sugar  Makers  Credit  Union 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool 
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43.  INDUSTRY  AMD  BUSINESS 

Type  of  Industry  or 
Bus ine  s s 

fe'anks 

Building  Contractors 

Blacksmiths 

Butchers 

Cartage  Delivery 


No,  of  Estab- 
lishments 

1 


Producer  or 
Manufacturer 


Whole- 

sale 


Re- 

tail 


2 

2 

See 

3 


Cold  Storage  Lockers 


Clothing  (Women’s  & Children’s)  2 
Gold  Storage  Lockers 
Credit  Unions 
Dentists 
Doctors  M0  D. 

Drugs 

Electrical  Appliances 
Electrical  Contractors 
Feeding  Lots  (livestock) 

Feed  Mills 

Garages  and  Service  Stns . 

General  Stores 
Grain  Elevators 
Hardware 
Hotels 

Implement  Dealers 
Insurance  and  Real  Estate 
Lumber  Yards 
Milk  Distributors 
Oil  Distributors 
Painters  and  Decorators 
Pool  Rooms 

Printing  and  Publishing 
Propane  Dealers 
Radio  Repairs 
Restaurants 
Seed  Cleaning  Plants 
Theatres  (movie) 

Tinsmith  and  Plumbing 
Welding 


44.  SITES 


1 

1 - 

1 visiting 

2 ... 

1 - 

2 - 

2 — 

4 - 4 

1 11 

4 - - 

2 - 

3 total  capacity  228,000  bushels 

2 - 

1 - • - 

5 - - 

1 - - 

2 — — 

1 - - 

3 3 

1 - - 

1 - 

1 11 

2 - 

3 - 

4 - 

1 1 

1 - 

1 1 - 

See  Blacksmiths  and  Garages 


2 

1 


1 

4 

2 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 
1 


Residential  sites,  and  industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage  are 
available. 


45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 


The  first  industry  was  ranching,  followed  by  wheat  growing  on 
dry  land  until  the  Lethbridge  Northern  Irrigation  District  re- 
ceived water  in  1924.  The  farmers  could  grown  crops  when  they 
had  water,  but  they  could  not  meet  the  capital  charges  and 
water  service  rates,  which  amounted  to  $5.25  per  irrigable  acre. 
The  Provincial  Government  ultimately  assumed  the  difference 
between  the  actual  capital  cost  of  the  irrigation  works  which 
was  $55  per  irrigable  acre,  and  the  final  cost  charged  against 
the  works,  which  was  $17  per  irrigable  acre.  This  action  by 
the  Government  encouraged  the  farmers  to  irrigate  more  land  and 
grow  more  crops  with  a reasonable  margin  of  profit.  The  current 
rates  are  $1.75  per  irrigable  acre.  However,  no  great  progress 
was  made  until  the  Canadian  Sugar  Factories  Ltd,  built  the  local 
sugar  factory,  which  enabled  the  farmers  to  grow  specialized 
crops  under  contract. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  local  sugar  factory  varies 
from  137  to  326.  These  figures  do  not  include  employees  working 
in  the  fields. 
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In  1938  farmers  In  the  Picture  Butte  district  harvested  beets 
from  9,832  acres.  The  average  yield  was  13,25  tons  per  acre; 
and  the  average  price  paid  to  the  farmer  was  $6,34  per  ton. 

In  1951  the  area  harvested  was  11,730  acres;  the  average  yield 
was  10,11  tons,  and  the  average  price  $14.34  per  ton. 

Sugar  beets  are  not  the  only  specialized  crops  produced;  there 
are  beans,  peas,  corn,  potatoes  and  mustard  seed;  in  addition 
there  are  large  quantities  of  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  shipped 
from  this  district. 

For  the  handling  and  storage  of  grain  there  are  three  elevators 
with  a total  storage  capacity  of  228,000  bushels.  The  average 
grain  yields  for  this  district  during  the  last  27  years  were; 
wheat  20,3,  oats  33.5,  barley  28.4  and  rye  18,2  bushels  per  acre. 

In  1924  when  the  Lethbridge  Northern  District  was  first  irriga- 
ted, there  were  only  about  300  families  in  the  district.  In 
1942  there  were  900  families  occupying  farms  on  the  project; 
and  this  number  has  increased  during  the  last  ten  years.  Belts 
of  fine  trees  shelter  small  fruits,  flowers  and  vegetables  which 
grow  in  abundance.  It  is  estimated  that  the  irrigation  dis- 
trict supports  well  over  10,000  persons.  A paved  highway 
parallels  the  railway  to  Lethbridge,  and  power  lines  enable  the 
farmers  to  enjoy  urban  conveniences . 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

The  trading  area  extends 

north  10  miles 
south  4 miles 
east  9 miles 
west  7 miles 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1946  census 
Village  population,  1946  census 
Village  population,  1951  census 


2909 

689 

865 


Townships 


